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OBJECTIVES  Fortalecer las habilidades de READING and WRITING a través de textos y actividades relacionadas con ciencia, 

tecnología y redes sociales.

 Describir productos que puedan servir en un futuro a la sociedad haciendo uso de las voces activa y pasiva. 
 Fortalecer las diferentes habilidades del inglés a través de ejercicios prácticos. 

INDICACIONES 
GENERALES: 

Con el fin de poner en práctica los diferentes conceptos gramaticales y las habilidades de lectura y escritura en inglés, el 

estudiante debe trabajar en forma individual y utilizar únicamente el diccionario si lo requiere, NO utilice traductor. 

DESARROLLO DE 
CONTENIDOS 

Before start working on the workshop, it is necessary that you review some grammatical topics. Let´s start. 

 

TENSES IN ACTIVE VOICE 

 



                                          
 

If you want, you can visit the following links for receiving extra explanationabout 

the topic https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQx1BCGlD6c 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQG_gYFePD4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oC5uRhEt5AU 

If you want to practice, please visit the following link and solve the 
exercise  

https://www.english-4u.de/tenses_exercises.html 
https://lingbase.com/en/english/grammar/all-tenses/exercises 
https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises_list/zeitformen.htm 

 

PASSIVE VOICE : 

                                          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQx1BCGlD6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQG_gYFePD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oC5uRhEt5AU
https://www.english-4u.de/tenses_exercises.html
https://lingbase.com/en/english/grammar/all-tenses/exercises
https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises_list/zeitformen.htm


 

                                             

If you want, you can visit the following links for receiving extra explanation about the topic  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTvD2VGcsEo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=080leytixWE&t=208s 

If you want to practice, please visit the following link and solve the exercise 

https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises_list/passiv.htm 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/english-grammar-reference/active-and-passive-voice 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/english-grammar-reference/active-and-passive-voice 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTvD2VGcsEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=080leytixWE&t=208s
https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises_list/passiv.htm
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/english-grammar-reference/active-and-passive-voice
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/grammar/english-grammar-reference/active-and-passive-voice


REPORTED SPEECH 

          

If you want, you can visit the following links for receiving extra explanation about the topic  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLFqFIjelFg 

https://www.ef.com/wwen/english-resources/english-grammar/direct-and-indirect-
speech/#:~:text=Reported%20or%20indirect%20speech%20is,%22I%20saw%20him.%22%20( 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcxytsa8CbI 

If you want to practice, please visit the following link and solve the 
exercise  

https://www.english-grammar.at/online_exercises/reported-speech/reported-speech-index.htm 

https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/reported-speech-exercise-1.html 

 

LINKING WORDS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLFqFIjelFg
https://www.ef.com/wwen/english-resources/english-grammar/direct-and-indirect-speech/#:~:text=Reported%20or%20indirect%20speech%20is,%22I%20saw%20him.%22%20
https://www.ef.com/wwen/english-resources/english-grammar/direct-and-indirect-speech/#:~:text=Reported%20or%20indirect%20speech%20is,%22I%20saw%20him.%22%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcxytsa8CbI
https://www.english-grammar.at/online_exercises/reported-speech/reported-speech-index.htm
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/reported-speech-exercise-1.html


                                                  

If you want, you can visit the following links for receiving extra explanation about the topic  

https://www.wallstreetenglish.cl/blog/linking-words 

https://english-at-home.com/grammar/linking-words/ 

If you want to practice, please visit the following link and solve the 
exercise  
https://agendaweb.org/grammar/conjunctions.html 

https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/linking-words-contrast-exercise-1.html 

ACTIVITIES 
Read the following text 

Old Inventions 

A. Music Cassette  

Music cassettes which inside have a ribbon of magnetic tape were mostly used in cars up until the mid-1990s, and before that in the 1980’s 

with Walkmans and at home. You could buy them with music on them, or buy ones and record your own music onto them. These have been 

replaced by MP3s and CDs. 

B. Black and white TV 

Early TVs could not show color, and it was not until 1954 that the first color TVs were introduced. They were very expensive, so most people 

really did not have color TVs until the 1970s. We now have large LCD TVs which are much larger and have a clearer picture. 

C. Floppy Disk 

The floppy disk was a way of storing and moving computer data. They were very unreliable and could not hold much data. These days they have been 

replaced with USB sticks and DVDs. 

D. Telegraph and Morse code 

This technology was developed in about 1837 and was used from the 1850s for at least one hundred years. This technology has been replaced 

by email and the internet, and before that by the FAX machine. 

E. Film camera 

The film camera was also developed in the 1830s, from ideas that had been around for hundreds of years before. These days we use digital 

cameras and smart phones to take pictures, but some people still think film looks better and use film cameras today. 

https://www.wallstreetenglish.cl/blog/linking-words
https://english-at-home.com/grammar/linking-words/
https://agendaweb.org/grammar/conjunctions.html


F. Sony Walkman  

In the 1980s many people had a Walkman. You could listen to a store bought cassette on it or make your own cassette ‘mix’ from the radio or from 

another cassette. These days we use MP3 players or smart phones. 30 years ago people were very excited when they could first walk along and 

listen to their favorite music. 

G. VHS cassette 

Similar to Music cassettes in how they worked, but much bigger, VHS cassettes were used for watching movies on your TV with a VHS 

player called a VCR. There were many rental shops to rent movies, or you could record your favorite TV shows from the TV. These days 

DVD players have replaced them. 

H. Typewriter 

Typewriters were invented in the 1830s and were used up until the 1980s, when they were replaced by computers. Many journalists and 

writers used them, but they are not as convenient as computers. 

I. Vinyl record 

Dating from around 1890 Vinyl records have tiny grooves and a needle on the record player reads the music. Vinyl records are still used 

today. Many DJs and music lovers still prefer their sound to a CD or a MP3. Vinyl records come in three common sizes and have three possible 

speeds. 

1. Answer  the following questions in a complete form: 

1. Which four items were invented in the 1800s? 

2. Which two items use a Magnetic ribbon tape? 

3. Which two items are still popular today? 

4. Which item was very unreliable? 

5. Which two items are used together? 

6. Which item was mostly used in cars? 

7. On which item could you write a book? 

8. Which item has the longest history? 

9. Which item helped people to walk and listen to their favorite music at the same time? 

10. What item comes in three possible sizes? 

2. From the text, classify each sentence into Active or Passive Voice. Then indicates the tense of each one.The first sentence is given 

as an example. 

 

SENTENCES IN ACTIVE 

VOICE 

TENSE SENTENCES IN PASSIVE 

VOICE 

TENSE 

  Music cassettes which inside have a 

ribbon of magnetic tape were mostly 

used in cars up until the mid-1990s, 

and before that in the 1980’s with 

Walkmans and at home 

PAST SIMPLE 

    

    

 

INVENTIONS 

1. Which of these inventions do you think are the most important? Rank them from 1 (the most important to you) to 10. The whole class 

will decide later which ones you will be able to survive without. 

Television Internet Car Clock Computer Map 

Photography 
Nuclear 

energy 
Solar energy Electricity 

Washing 

machine 
Microwave 

Printing Paper Videogames Cinema Airplane Space shuttle 

Mirror Fuel 
Sewing 

machine 
Telephone WC Twitter 

Penicillin WhatsApp Google 
Remote 

control 
Credit card Barcode 

Radio Wheel Hairdryer X-ray MP3 player Light bulb 

Scissors Batteries Glasses Diaper Post mail Post-it notes 

Magnifying 

glass 
Tablet 

Mobile 

phone 
Calculator Ink Wikipedia 



 

+   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10   - 

 

 

 

 

         

2. Choose 05 from the above inventions and write a complete describing paragraph for each one of them using Passive and Active 

Voice. 
3. Now imagine you are an inventor. Try to describe your new fabulous extraordinary gadget. Include the function, colours, size and 

price. Do not forget to use Active and Passive voice. You have to draw a picture of it. 

4. You are invited as a judge to a tv program in which you have to evaluate some strange inventions. Choose 02 inventions and make 

a coherent and complete description and evaluation for each one of them, using Active, Passive Voice and Linking Words. Underline 

the linking words you used in your compositions. 

An umbrella for dogs 

 

 

A microphone-shape sponge 

 

 

Windshield wipers for glasses 

 

 

Hug-me pillow 

 

 

Toilet landing lights 

 

 

Diaper wetness sensor 

 

 

A baby stroller and scooter 

 

 

Piano doorbell 

 

 



   

Can you name these emoticons? 

 

Answer the following questions in a complete form: 

 

 

Read the text carefully: 

 

 

 

 
Technology is shaping tomorrow’s society by cnquering today’s teenagers. 
Nowadays, teens seem incapable of having a quality face-to-face conversation that lasts more than 2 minutes. Experts attribute this to the lack of meaningful 
interaction and social habits, which are a direct consequence of modern technology. Basically, people have the need to be connected to each other 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week but never in person. 
This means that technology can be viewed as a social obstacle. I myself have been caught up in the technological web. When I feel the urge to see someone, I 
just video chat them on Skype. It is easier to see them that way than going to all the effort to be with them in person. In a sense, we are using it to take a few 
short cuts and simplify life for ourselves. Think about it: when you don’t understand the homework, do you actually phone someone and have a long 
conversation about that or do you just text them hoping for a quick and concise reply?  
But every cloud has a silver lining and this is true of technology too. Technology can give you access to a whole new world of people and information. There are 
millions of credible sources and databases on the Internet just waiting for you. Without the Internet, I wouldn’t be able to find facts about things as varied as 
computers, cars and cameras quite as quickly and easily. Sites such as YouTube allow you to watch anything from a funny video to a videocast about quantum 
physics given by the very best professors at Harvard. 
Just imagine life without technology like the Internet or computers. Would you still be able to survive? The Internet has become an intricate part of our modern 
lifestyles. It allows you to express yourself as an individual and connect with others on a global scale. If you are into photography, you can upload your photos 
on the webpage and share them with the world. If you have a story or a song to share, just create a link to it and in a few instants the world is tweeting you with 
feedback. 
Thus, technology is a rather controversial subject. Some regard it as an obstacle. Others believe that it is a helper. Regardless of this, it is changing the way teens 
communicate with each other and the world. Today’s teens are trying out tomorrow’s technology. There really is just one question left to ask; how do you feel 
about technology? Obstacle? Asset(resource)? Hot topic? Or all of the above? 



Teen Ink (adapted and abridged)  
 
A. Answer the question: 
Why is technology seen as “a social obstacle”? 
 
B. Complete the sentences according to the text: 
1. If you need to learn more about things… 
 
2. YouTube enables you… 
 
3. You can easily share your hobbies, feelings and plans if… 
 
C. What do these words refer to back to in the text? (they are underlined)  
1. this – 
2. them – 
3. it –  
 
D. Find words/expressions in the text that mean the following: 
1. meaningful spoken interaction- 
 
2. become victim of – 
 
3. to simplify the way we do things – 
 
4. reliable – 
 
E. Read the text again and say in which paragraph of it does the author refer to the following? Write only the letters and the paragraph numbers. 
1. looking for and getting information- 
2. pros and cons of technology – 
3. teens and social skills – 
4. online communication – 
5. global communication and sharing – 
 
F. Explain the meaning of the expression (it’s underlined) “.. a rather controversial subject”. in context: 
 
 
G. Form nouns by adding a suffix to the words below: 
e.g. perform             performance 
1. popular                                        2. innovate         

3. modify                                        4. improve  

 

H. Complete the sentences by adding  ‘ or ´s to the noun or nouns in brackets. 

1. Don’t forget to bring the _______________________ (children/videogames)  

2. Technology is shaping _________________________  (tomorrow/society) 

3. Texting has become ___________________________(teens/favourite hobby) 

4. This is _____________________________________(James/new computer) 

5. I’ve borrowed my _____________________________( mother/iPad) 

I. Complete the text with the words in the box: 

watch   study   school   week   laptops   technology   games   television 

The average kid sponges (attaches to) in 2.5 hours of music each day, almost five hours of _______ and movies, three hours of Internet and video ___________, 

and just 38 minutes of old-fashioned reading, according to a new ___________ by the Kaiser Family Foundation. That adds up to 75 hours of media every 

__________. 

“You don’t have to sit down in front of a TV anymore and ____________ television at the time a show is broadcasted,” said Vicky Rideout. “Kids can watch it on 

their _____________ in their bedroom. They can watch it in their mobiles on the bus to ____________.” But what about homework? Kids at Taylor Day school 

say all the _____________can be a distraction. 

 

J. Turn into the passive voice. Start as suggested: 

1. Teenagers are providing technical support to their families. 

    a)Technical support… 

2. Technology can give you access to a whole new world. 

    a) Access… 

3. Researchers have showed us a new reality. 

    a) We… 

K. Rewrite the sentences beginning with the word in brackets: 

1. They can’t get in touch with you regularly if you are not reachable. (Unless) 

2. Unless you are careful about technology, you may become addicted to it. (If) 

3. She could go out if she wasn’t too tired. (Unless)  

 



L. Write a text of 120-150 words about the following topic.Use linking words and underline them. 

“How do you feel if you haven’t your gadgets with you?”  

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

                                 

                                 

                   



                   

HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE STRUCTURE OF A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE. 

            



             

                    

           



            

               



                

               

Look at the following comic strips. Report each sentence in indirect form. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


